NARL Board Meeting – Via Teleconference

April 9, 2003, 12:00 – 1:07 PM Central Time

In attendance: Evan Jones, Lynn Boza, Glen Peterson, Pam Mobley, Joe Lechowicz, Kathy Wilson, Tom Scheurich, Bill Burnside, Neil Scully, Ray Feroz

I. Minutes from the March 13, 2003 NARL Board meeting were moved for approval (Joe), seconded (Tom) and approved unanimously. 

II. Treasurer’s Report  - We will soon be transferring the $20,000 to SIU for the Lorenz endowment.   Neil noted that since January 1st there have been only two checks written.  There is $8,375 in the checking account and $39,962 in the money market account (this includes the $20,000 earmarked for SIU).  We still owe the JRA for the last edition, and another soon to come out.  We need an invoice from them.  Glen will follow up with the JRA.  The cost is approximately $2,000 each.  Neil asked the officers who received signature cards from him to please sign and return them.

III. Old Business – 

a. Lorenz Endowment Fund  - (See above)

b. Newsletter.  – Glen announced that the current issue is ready to go out.  

c. JRA  - Glen noted that the current issue is at the printers and will go out by end of month.  Glen has also sent to the Board an updated listing of NARL Board of Directors – let him know of any corrections/additions.  

Also, Glen noted that the regional conference starts today.  Bob McConnell will be there.  Lynn asked Glen to let Bob know that Jaye Balthazar is the new state director in Michigan.  She was enthusiastic about the fact that Jaye came up through the ranks.  Lynn will send out additional information to the Board. 

e.
Conference Training – Pam asked what size room will we need?  What days?  Will it be a daylong board meeting?  Day(s) and time(s) for division showcase?   Will we need to set up conference call availability?  Cost?  She’ll coordinate with Wayne Mulkey.  

Is money available for a speaker?  Possible topic: Ethics (This is a CRC recertification training requirement).  The room should be big enough for 75 people. Joe Lechowicz moved that we authorize Pam to use at most $500 to obtain a speaker.  Monies could be used for an honorarium and/or travel costs for the speaker.  (This gives Pam flexibility).  Seconded, and approved unanimously.   
Pam will obtain more information of time slots etc. Pam will also investigate the cost for phone and speaker set-up.  It was recalled that the cost was around $175/day in Biloxi.

d. Nominations and Elections – Evan asked that we contact Belen Burkhalter with any names of candidates.

IV. Regional Reports 

a. Northeast  - None.

b. Great Lakes – None.  Stacy is at the conference in Minneapolis.

c. Mid-Atlantic – Tom noted concern that the Maryland Chapter is not very active; he is trying to revitalize it.  In Maryland the NRA membership increased to 60 people, a 50% increase.  Bill Burnside noted that the President of the Virginia Leadership Association changed their board composition to include staff, counselors and administrators.  On June 19th Dr. Debbie Augustine from George Washington University will present training from 0930 AM – 3:00 PM plus statewide brown bag luncheons.  Topic:  Core Principles Needed for Leadership Skills.  Bill will send a reference to the board.

d. Northwest – None

e. Southwest  - None.  Evan noted that he would like to propose Bob Cox from Texas who has his own business and is a longtime NRAA member, for the role of SW Regional Representative.  Bob was a positive force in keeping things stable during the NRCA turmoil.  Board members endorsed the candidate and Evan will move forward.

f.  Southeast – Pam noted that three states have no active NARL organizations.  Alabama is sponsoring camperships for children with severe disabilities.  They are also doing a one-day seminar on developing leadership skills across the spectrum.  This is a one day add on to the Alabama Rehabilitation Association conference.

V. New Business 

a. Re:  Rehabilitation Reauthorization Legislation  -  Evan discussed this topic and how increased governor latitude in spending decisions could impact public VR programs.  He asked if we were interested in NARL taking a stand.  A motion was made by Bill Burnside sanctioning a course of action recommended by Patricia Leahy’s April 7th e-mail, specifically opposing the funding mechanism allowing governor’s discretion, opposing downgrading the RSA Commissioner, and endorsing WIA reauthorization.  Proposal was seconded by Tom Scheurich and approved unanimously.  Evan will draft a letter and run it past the Executive Committee for their approval. 

b. 
ADJOURNMENT:  1:07 pm, Central Time.

NEXT NARL BOARD TELECON:  Thursday, May 8, 2003 at 12:00 Noon, Central Time.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray F. Feroz, Secretary
