NARL Board Meeting – Via Teleconference

January 22, 2003, 12:00 – 1:30 PM Central Time

In attendance: Belen Burkhalter, Evan Jones, Lyn Boza, Glen Peterson, Neil Scully, Ray Feroz, Joe Lechowicz, Chris Smith, Tom Scheurich, Bill Burnside; Kathy Wilson; Bob McConnell; Jim Manis (from SIU)

I. Minutes from the December 12, 2002 Board meeting were amended by Glen:  Under “IV. Regional Reports” “a. Midwest” should read “Northwest” and  “b. Southeast” should read “Great Lakes.”  Moved for approval (Glen), Seconded (Joe) and approved unanimously. 

II. Treasurer’s Report  - Neil provided a budget via e-mail.  It was based on a projected declining membership to 325.  NRA records show 358 members on board 12/11/02.  NRA has 8058 members.  JRA expenses will be less with the reduction to 3 issues in 2003.  Neil asked the board to review the projected budget and we’ll discuss it further in February.
III. Bob McConnell – Noted that the Governmental Affairs conference is coming up.  He did receive the Mary Switzer Award plaque in the mail and thanked the NARL Board.  Evan noted that there is a picture on the website.  

IV. Old Business – 

a. Lorenz Endowment specifics from SIU  - Chris introduced Jim Manis from SIU.  He reviewed a two-page letter re: $20,000 endowed fund for the proposed National Rehabilitation Administration Association Scholarship for Future Leaders in the Field of Rehab.  The letter will be sent to board members.  Jim noted that as donor, we would have flexibility in terms of application criteria.  There would be one $500 or two $500 awards per year, depending upon fund availability and NARL Board approval, for worthy graduate student(s).  Selection committee would include the Chair of the SIU Rehab Department, the President of NARL and another person chosen by the NARL Board of Directors.  Timeline: Need money deposited by March 1.  It would be invested April 1.  The formal agreement will be considered for approval at the February board meeting.

b. Goals and Objectives for 2003 -  Evan discussed the need for membership  project activities and need to prioritize activities.  Bill Burnside noted that 8 people have signed up as new NARL members, as the Support Staff Association has merged with the Leadership Association in his state.  In other membership related information, Neil sent the list of current members to the Regional Reps.  Glen provided the following membership numbers from the last five Newsletters:

9/26/01

419

1/2/02


403

4/18/02

408

9/28/02

379

12/27/02

372

Evan suggested that we develop recruitment materials to be sent to new members.  He also noted that transition to NARL and finalizing the by-laws were also high priority activities.

c. Vacancies  -  Evan asked for volunteers for standing committees, and for nominees for SW Representative.  E-mail him with names.

d. Newsletter  -  Glen continues to be concerned about cost.  He would be willing to put the Newsletter on line.  He is eager to work with the board to save money.  Glen noted that Contemporary Rehab has space allocated for us, plus there is website space allocated.  The next Newsletter will contain a call for nominations for board positions (3/15/03), the ballot will go out in August, and election results reported in December.  Glen would welcome submissions, suggestions and feedback. 
e. JRA  - Glen noted that the JRA 4th issue for CY 2002 is a bit behind schedule, but is at the printer and should arrive in late January.  There will be 3 issues in 2003.  Submissions are holding steady and quality maintained or even increased.  Glen encouraged the NARL Board to consider formalizing the NARL make-up on the JRA Board.  Ideally, we need another board member on the JRA board.  Evan will get to Glen before the next meeting on this.

V.  Regional Updates - None
VI. New Business

a. Belen noted that the transfer of assets per NRA One is due 2/28/03.  We’ll discuss at the Feb 13th board meeting.

b. We still need to send the approved NARL Constitution and by-laws to NRA for their approval.  

c. Stationary and logos could be made available on the website.

d. Neil will send membership info to Evan.

e. Evan asked Kathy how he could be helpful to her.  He welcomes her participation.

f. Evan noted that dates have been posted on the website re: schedule of 2003 board meetings.

ADJOURNMENT:  1:30 pm, Central Time.

NEXT NARL BOARD TELECON:  Wednesday, February 13, 2003 at 12:00 Noon, Central Time.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray F. Feroz, Secretary
