National Association for Rehabilitation Leadership

Board Meeting Minutes

9 April 2009

Via teleconference
Those Present: 

Rick Walters, President 

Eleanor Williams, President Elect

Steve King, Treasurer

Bonnie Hawley, Secretary 

Glen Peterson, Journal Editor

Sara Krystal, Mid States Representative

Ralph Pacinelli, Northeast Representative

Lynn Boza, Mentoring Program Chairperson

Call to Order:

Mr. Rick Walters, President, called the meeting to order at 12:05 CST

Roll Call

Roll Call was conducted by Ms. Bonnie Hawley, Secretary and quorum established. 

Minutes:

The minutes of the 10 March 2009 meeting were sent electronically.  Dr. Pacinelli noted a quote attributed to him regarding the “Count Us In” program under the NRA Representative’s Section.  It was agreed that this comment should be attributed to Mr. Evan Jones. Dr. Glen Peterson made a motion that the minutes be approved as ammended.  Ms. Sara Krystal seconded the motion. The question was called and the motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report:

Mr. Steve King, treasurer, reported  that no information regarding financial updates have been received from the NRA office.  It was noted by Mr. Jones, NARL Representative to the NRA Board that the NRA office was currently undergoing some changes to software and updates and was experiencing some technical concerns with postings.  After discussion was held, it was requested by the NARL Board that Mr. Jones and Ms. Hawley contact the NRA Office and inquire as to the status of these reports. 

NARL Pre-Conference Discusson

Extensive discussion was held regarding the opportunity for NARL to sponsor a pre-conference in conjunction with the NRA Annual Training conference.  Overall, it was felt that this all day training session,  Situational Leadership by Sabrina Harmon of NISH, would assist NARL in achieving visability.  There will be a limit of 40 attendees.  Expenses related to the event will be the projection screen and the cost of a break. Mrs. Eleanor Williams made a motion that the NARL Board proceed with the planning of this event with expenses to be held at $1,000.  Ms.Bonnie Hawley seconded this motion.  The question was called and the motion carried.  Mr. Walters requested that Ms. Hawley continue planning for this event.  Ms. Hawley will keep the NARL Board posted on progress.  

NARL Representative to the Board Report:

Mr. Jones reported that there are ongoing upgrades to the Membership Software and accounting software at the National office.  He reported that there is continuing oversight by our Executive Director on issues around the Condo repair and other related issues.  Day to day issues and concerns are being addressed in a timely fashion by Ms. Stafford, our Executive Director. 

Website:

Mr. Jones continues to work with REACH in updating the current website and change to another webmaster.  He encourages submission of information to post on the website that will be of interest to NARL members.  Mr. Jones will be posting the minutes of our meetings and By-laws on the website. 

Journal of Rehabilitation Administration & Contemporary Rehab
Dr. Peterson reported that the activities related to the JRA as discussed in previous meetings are on track and progressing.  The 2009 issues are in the works. The JRA will have a webpage on the National Clearinghouse Rehabilitation Training Materials Website.    

He suggested that we defer a discussion on the CR in respect to time but reported that NARL will have an article in the next issue. 

Committee Reports

NARL Representative to the NRA membership Cmte and Membership:

Ms. Krystal reported that she has ideas to increase membership by using the website and she will forward these to Mr. Jones.  She reported that Ms. Nancy McMurray will be assuming her position as Membership Specialist with NRA and she is looking forward to working with her. 

NARL Representation to the NRA Leadership Cmte:

There is no update at this time. 

Lorenz Award:

Dr. Peterson reported  that the Lorenz Award recepient this year will be Heather Kaafa a student at SIUC

Nominations and Elections:

Dr. Mobley reported that there will be a call for nominations for candidates in the next CR as well as on the Website.  

Mentoring and LDU Program:

Dr. Lynn Boza joined the NARL Board meeting to discuss the mentoring program.  RCEA and NARL have once again paired members for mentoring  and mentees and the new class is underway.  We have eight mentors and eight mentees this year.  She is hoping for a face to face meeting between all at the conference.  Dr. Boza requested that members who have an extra copy of the Cohen mentoring book to please forward them to her so she can distribute to the new class.  Mr. Walters thanks Dr. Boza for her efforts in continuing this excellent leadership tool and requested that an article be drafted for the upcoming CR.     

Awards:

Mr. Walters reports that he will be accepting nominations and providing information later in the year.  Mr. Walters and Dr. Mobley will be working together in this effort. 

Grants:

Mrs.  Williams has agreed to be chairman of this committee and will provide updates as they become available. 

Constitution and By Laws:

There was no new information regarding this committee. 

Regional Reports and upcoming events:

Northeast Region-  

Dr. Pacinelli and Mr. Walters reported that the Pennsylvania Professional Development Instititute was conducted on April 2, 2009.  The Mid Atlantic Region presented awards during this event.  Dr. Brooks, Chairman of the RCCEP in Scranton was the Mid Atlantic Region award was responsible for coordinating a program that allowed over 20 professionals to obtain their Masters through the University of Scranton through the CSPD program.  

Southeast Region-

Mr. David Beach was unavailable for this meeting.  

Mid-States Region - 

Ms. Sara Kristal reported for the Mid States and there was no updates at this time 

West Region –

Mr. Steve King needed to leave this meeting in advance and no report on the West Region is available.  

The next NARL Board meeting will be held on May 14th at 12:00 CST.  Information regarding the meeting will be sent electronically prior to the meeting. 

There being no additional business to be brought before the Board the meeting was adjourned by Mr. Walters at 1:00 CST. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Hawley, Secretary
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